YOUR VOICE MATTERS

Truth#1 : He Wants to Hear from You

Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy
days. Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of
Bethesda, with five covered porches. Crowds of sick people—blind,
lame, or paralyzed—Ilay on the porches. One of the men lying there
had been sick for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him and knew
he had been ill for a long time, he asked him, “Would you like to get
welle” “l can't, sir,” the sick man said, “for | have no one to put me
into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always gets
there ahead of me.” Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat,
and walk!” Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping
mat and began walking!

- John 5:1-9 NLT

Truth #2: He Invites Us to be Honest

Then Jesus got info the boat and started across the lake with his
disciples. Suddenly, a fierce storm struck the lake, with waves
breaking intfo the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went
and woke him up, shouting, “Lord, save us! We're going to drown!”
Jesus responded, “Why are you afraid¢? You have so little faith!”
Then he got up and rebuked the wind and waves, and suddenly
there was a great calm. The disciples were amazed. “Who is this
mane” they asked. YEven the winds and waves obey him!”

- Matthew 8:23-27 NLT
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Truth #3: Stop the Show

Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own
righteousness and scorned everyone else: “Two men went to the Temple to
pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. The
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘| thank you, God, that | am
not like other people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I'm certainly not like that
tax collector! | fast twice a week, and | give you a tenth of my income.’

“But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to
heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God,
be merciful to me, for | am a sinner.’ | tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee,
returned home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

-Luke 18:9-14
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